A. 174$.]    DEBATE ON TRADE AND NAVIGATION.             137

sert their charge when in danger, that cruisers be pro-
perly stationed, subject to such inspection as shall best
answer the end designed."

They all concluded with praying, " that .the house would
make such provision for the future security of the navi-*
gation  and commerce of these kingdoms as they shall
think fit."

The petitions were severally referred to the considera-
tion of a committee of the whole house, and the follow-
ing orders made for necessary papers to be laid before the
house.

1.  An account of his majesty's ships of war which have
been employed since the beginning of last year, as cruisers
for the protection of the trade of this kingdom on this side
cape Finisterre, the stations of such ships, and how long
ordered to  continue thereupon, with the times of their
going to sea, and their returning into port; when such
ships were  cleared, and which of them tallowed, and
when respectively.

2.  The journals of the commanders of such of his ma-
jesty's ships of war us have been employed since the com-
mencement of the present war, as cruisers for the protec-
tion of trade on this side cape Finisterre.

3.  An account of the ships of war built in any of his
majesty's yards, which have been launched since July,
1739, the times when launched, when first put to sea, and
on what services employed.

4.  An account of the ships of war built in private yards
for his majesty's service, in the said time; distinguishing
the times when contracted for, when launched, when first
put to sea, and on what services employed.

5.   An account of the ships and vessels purchased for
his majesty's service since the said time, distinguishing
when purchased, when first put to sea, and what services
employed in.

6.  An account of the ships of war appointed as convoys
to the trade of this kingdom to foreign parts, since the
commencement of the  present war,  distinguishing the
ships appointed, and the particular services, together with